The realities of subject indexing in art libraries

Rudiger Hoyer

The following analysis is based on the internatiok®K-based meta catalogue for art
libraries www.artlibraries.nefhe analysis is no way systematic in the manharsurvey,
but intentionally based only on a choice of pradtexamples.
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[ Getty Research Institute Research Library, Los
Angeles
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[] swiss Institute for Art Research (SIK-ISEA), Library
[] ART-Guide (Art history websites)

] OLC-SSG At/ Art Science
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One of the major characteristics of a traditioriblibgraphy is consistent subject indexing,
normally according to a scheme especially concefoethe bibliographical project. Users are
expected to make an effort to ‘learn’ this spesidiject indexing language. Big library
catalogues and all the more meta catalogues #xrarigs.net lack this feature, because the
application of a consistent subject indexation sehés normally restricted a a part of the
records only. Most often, the situation is heter@gris. Anyhow, as for subject indexation,
the libraries’ situation can be compared to thahefbibliographies, because libraries are
using subject indexation rules perhaps even mdfieudt to handle and to understand.
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As we are currently discussing the future biblignaal role of a meta catalogue like
artlibraries.net and the possibilities to develapraproved tool, we have to verify to what
extend the needs of the community concerning stibgéated searches can be met by what
the libraries are offering. In this context it iseful to have an at least exemplary look at the
way subject indexing is provided (or not) by exigtor possible target systems. When doing
this, we should not forget the ‘subject indexinggmtial’ of other informations contained in
the datebases: title keywords, footnotes, persaenales, institutions involved etc. Is a
“unified discovery experience” (Jim Michalko, OCL{@aginable on this basis? Is it possible
without the traditional feature of a consistentjsabindexing language?

1. Structural concerns

The traditional bibliography model is based onitlea of an exhaustive, consistent
indexation of the literature from a defined disitiplor field or on a special topic. Given the
sheer amount of publications, this model is naaby functioning anymore for the
humanities since the early seventies, | would Bieyertheless, ambitious commercial
bibliographical projects continue to function andyenerate huge quantities of records. On
the other hand, libraries like the artlibraries jp@&ttners are also providing huge amounts of
thematic information. But because of the diversitynethods applied and because of the
antagonism between commercial and free accesas inéver been able to exchange data
between catalogs and bibliographies in order thzean exhaustive bibliographical tool.

As far as subject headings are concerned, thedgaoour library catalogs seem to fit into
the following typoloy:

- records produced within union catalogues or by owai libraries and using
standardized subject indexation rules like LoC sabheadings, RAMEAU,
RSWK/SWDThe subject indexing may have been produced éwathlibrary itself or
simply have been taken over. This explains whytidahsubject indexations occur in
different artlibraries.net target systems partitigain union catalogues. Library
networks may also exchange subject indexationsottinfately, in Europe this is not
done in a systematic manner. The German unionogatas are not even exchanging
and aggregating all subject indexations producethemational scale.

- records produced according to institution spec#ibject indexation schemeshich
may be partially compatible with standardized raed/or using subject authorities.
These subject headings may also originate in cerecampaigns of older card
catalogs.

- records using a classification, be it institutigpesific or national/internationalThe
systematic use of a classification, where appkeeéms to be more or less restricted to
LoC classification, Dewey and Regensburger Verblasiikation (RVK).

- records with no subject indexation at all

- records with or without subject indexation but @ning additional contents
information such as footnotes and contents notes

Of course, some of the above mentioned types mayr aimultaneously in a given database
or even within a single record, as the followinguewple, taken from the Kunstbibliothek
Berlin, shows:



Titel:

Verfasser:
Erschienen:
Umfang:
Schriftenreihe:
Anmerkung:
Rezension(en):

ISBN:
Schlagwéorter:

Sachgebiete:

Mehr zum Thema:

Link:

Schlagwéorter:

Standort:
Signatur:
Ausleihstatus:

Standort:
Signatur:
Ausleihstatus:

Die Kartausevon Champmol Grablegaderburgundischemderzdge
1364- 1477/ RenateProchno

Prochno, Renate

Berlin : Akad.-Verl, 2002

Xl, 476 S. : .

Acta humaniora : Schriften zur Kulturwissenschaitl i°hilosophie
Literaturverz. S. [379] - 398

Prietzel, Malte: R. Prochno, die Kartause von ChawlpGrablege der
burgundischen Herzbége 1364-1477, 2002, in: FraxOistfildern>/ 1. -
Ostfildern : Thorbecke, ISSN 0251-3609 0251-368%9/1 (2004) S.
345-348

3-05-003595-1

*Champmol / Klostef Architektur/ Geschichte 1364-1477
*Champmol / Klostef Kunst/ Geschichte 1364-1477

*Philip, Duke of Burgundy / Art patronageChartreuse de Champniol
Chartreuse de Champmol / Sourtdsonasteries / France / Dijdn
Architecture, Gothic / France / DijorChristian art and symbolism /
Medieval, 500-1500 / France / Dijédrsepulchral monuments / France /
Dijon / France / Kings and rulers / TombBijon (France) / Buildings,
structures, etc

20.70 ; Européaische Kunst: Allgemeines

21.70 ; Geschichte der Sakralbaukunst

21.71 ; Geschichte 6ffentlicher Bauten

Klassifikation der Library of Congress: NA5551.D5

Dewey Dezimal-Klassifikation: 726.70944426

Regensburger Verbund-Klassifikation: LM 26268M 9200
http://www.h-net.org/review/hrev-a0eO0x3-dook review (H-Net)]

Kloster / Architektur

Kloster / Ausstattung

Skulptur / Plastik

Malerei

Frankreich

1364-1477

Champmol / Kloster

Philippe <Bourgogne, Duc, II.>
Kunstpatronage

Grabmal

Grabplatte

Kunstbibliothek

8 2003 1164
Praesenzbestand
verfuegbar = Bestellen

Skulpturensammlung
FrA CHAM 2002
Nicht ausleihbe




Standort: Gemaeldegalerie
Signatur: Fr Top 30/10
Ausleihstatus: Nicht ausleihbe

Subject indexation has always been an importatér@n for participation in artlibraries.net.
However, it is hardly predictable whether a pot@htiinteresting title has been indexed in a
manner appropriate to what the user is enterirapenor more of the search fields. First of all,
as artlibraries.net is just transmitting requesthaut having its own index, the user has no
preliminary information as to whether his searemtexists at all in the participating
databases or which alternative search terms magdeenmendable. On the other hand, given
the broad coverage of literature realized by théhal artlibraries.net targets taken together,
there is high probability that a good percentagalloéxisting writings on a given subject may
be represented within artlibraries.net (with theeption of online ressources and of some
other specific types of publication). The quesi®only: Is it possible to identify them in an
efficient manner?

A user who wishes to do a search on monastic aathite in France for example may use
terms belonging to one of the major languagestbbearies.net, i.e. German or English,
perhaps French. It is evident that he cannot exgquate results from catalogs using
(partially) subject keywords in other languagesioagxample Gulbenkian (Portuguese),
Vitterhetsakademiens bibliotek Stockholm (Swed@hlpanmarks Kunstbibliotek (Danish).

Test search 1: German language generic term coashinith geographical term:

Test searches in all 36 artlibraries.net targets wh the German ‘natural language’
search terms ‘Klosterarchitektur Frankreich’ (monastic architecture France) in the

ALL search field and in the subject heading field poduced no results except from 3
targets: Union catalogue Florence-Munich-Rome (wwwubikat.org), Kunstbibliothek
Berlin and University Library of Heidelberg, i.e. solely from some German libraries: 59
(ALL field) respectively 56 (subject heading field}titles from kubikat, 12 from Berlin

and only 2 from Heidelberg.With very few exceptions, the long kubikat hitlistainly
coming from the Zentralinstitut fir Kunstgeschichbeary in Munich with its French art
specialization, comprises the results of the dtver far less complete hitlists.

But the records go only back as far as 1994, \kighetxception of one title from 1979 in the
Zentralinstitut. Already because of this chronotadirestriction, partly due to the still
incomplete conversion of the Munich subject catagggve may assume that the results are
rudimentary in a bibliographical sense. That tiveeee results at all from kubikat and
Heidelberg , is due to the fact that they are uB#8yVK suject headings based on SWD
authorities and that ‘Klosterarchitektur’ is a telhterm to the SWD authority
'Klosteranlage’(= ‘monastery complex’).
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Datenbestand aktualisiert: 2010-08-08 3:30

klosteranlage s.a.-> brunnenhaus lNeu Suchen ”Lujschen ]
Beispiel fir die Eingabe: Museunspadagogik[Hilfe [Markierte Titel zeigen

Sachschlagwort: Klosteranlage | Sysremaril: Kloster

Synormym: Klostergebinde ; Systematisch verwandt: Klosteranlage — Einsiedelei — Frauenkloster. —
Klosterarchiteldtur ; Konvent <Architektur=>
Kloster / Architektur ; Systematisch untergeovdnet:
Kloster / Sakralban ; 01 — Teile des Klosters. — Kapitelsaal — Klansur. —
Klosterbau Klosterapotheke. — Klosterbibliothek. — Klostergarten. —
Ubergeordnet: Sakralbau Klosterhof. — Klosterkirche. — Kreuzgang. — Moriuarium. —
Quelle: Vorlage, Beschiuss Refektorum
Sitzung EG RSWE/SWD 02 — Klosterbau nach Orden & Gemeinschaften. — Augnstiner-
vom Mai 2007 Chorherrenstift. — Augustinerkloster. — Benediktnerinnenkloster. —
ID-Nv.- SWD 75832227 Benediktinerkloster. — Bettelordenskirche —

Dominilcanerinnenkloster. — Dominikanerkdoster. —
Franziskanerldoster. — Jesniten /Architeldur. — Jesnitenkolleg. —
Jesuitenschule. — Kapuzinerinnenldoster. — Kapuzinerkdoster. —
Karmelitenkloster. — Kartause. — Minoritenkloster. —
Zisterzienserarchitelcur. — Zisterziensernnenlkloster. —
Zisterzienserkdoster

Systematische Emmordnung:
Kloster
Sakralban
Architeldur

Direktsuche:

- 424 Treffer im Register - - 428 verlmiipfte Datensatze - - 2340 Treffer im svstematischen Kontext -

Antreuzen dar Chackbones marbcient /! Doppatilick: zsizt den / dis Titel sofrt
klosteranlage 5.a.-» brmnenhaus
klosteranlage s5.a.-» ensiedelei

Fertig @ Internet
SWD authority ‘Klosteranlage’ with related and b terms (on the left), as represented in
the kubikat online cataloguevvw.kubikat.ory with additional, kubikat specific
classificatory information (on the right)

Although the Berlin Kunstbibliothek is also using/®, the related term ‘Klosterarchitektur’
is apparently not indexed and the hits are mainly w institution specific subject indexations
containing the terms ‘Kloster/Architektur’.

A special feature in the kubikat catalogue is thaidexes geographical codes contained in
SWD authorities and thus allows to take into actoesults which contain not the term
‘Frankreich’ itself but more specific geographitaims for regions as for example‘Charente’



Les fondations de l'ordre de Grandmont / par Martine Larigauderie. — 2005

In: Bulletins et mémoires / Société Archéologique etistorique de la Charente,
161.2005,2/3, p. 41-56
Schlagworte: Charente/ Grammontenser

Charente / Klosteranlage

Title record from kubikat

verzigert bereitgestellt werden.

i

Mein Konto

#+ Ablieferung von Ergebnis der Suche nach: charente

Metzpublikationen )
4~ Zurick zur Trefferliste

i

Infarmationsvermittiung

4+ -
o Aktionen
Treffer 54 von 564~ | 4| =%

&) In meine Auswahl

Benutzer: ubernehmen
| | o Druckansicht
Passwart: . : -
r Link zu diesem http://d-nb.info/gnd/4090330-8
Datensaiz
Login - Schlagwort Charente
Erlduterungen Definition: Département in Westfrankreich
&)l Ubsc.dis Deitsthe Quelle B 2006, GKD, Geo-Du.
Mationalbibliothek !
Typ Geografisches / Ethnoagrafisches Schlagwort, Sprache (Indikator
a)
Land Frankreich (XA-FR)
Synonyme Charente <Dep.>
DDC-Notation T2--4465
Thema in 1 Publikation

1. Ces soldats dans nos campagnes
Hontarréde, Guy. - Ruefle : Ed. de 'Univ. Populaire, 1993

Treffer 54 von 56| | < |->| -

@ Administration

Deutsche Nationalbibliothek Leipzig Frankfurt am Main Berlin Version 1.4.1.4 | Seits
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SWD authority record ,Charente’, containing geoghégal code for France (screenshot from
the online catalogue of the Deutsche Nationalbibie)k

This kubikat feature also takes into account plzmmes, but unfortunately accoeding to
RSWK/SWD rules place nhames have to be combinedtivitlierm ‘Kloster’ (monastery),
which does not have the related term ‘Klosteraettiir' (monastic architecture). A search in
kubikat with ‘Kloster Frankreich’ does indeed geater379 results!



Beyond kubikat, searching in artlibraries.net wiita more general term ‘Kloster’'(monastery)
combined with ‘Frankreich’ generates additionaliitss especially from the University
Library of Heidelberg. But these additional resalts not necessarily relevant to the history
of architecture.

Thus, the results of our test search with a Gergegreric term combined with a German
geographical term are mainly due to the relatigalghisticated use of SWD authories file in
one of the target systems. The bibliographic infation is interesting but apparently far from
complete. The system does not inform us whethardtrget systems not using German
thesaurus vocabulary have pertinent materials (wivie may suppose). Based on the
experience of this first test, we may not say #rdibraries.net provides a satisfying and
reliable bibliographic search experience for a Gerrspeaking user using a generic term
which is only partially corresponding to the tensed by the librarians according to their
subject indexation rules. The user does not haamgterminological support from the meta
catalogue, although.he may expect it from the idial targets like kubikat where authorities
can be fully displayed. At least the user learnsifiartlibraries.net that kubikat could be an
interesting database for his purpose. But thisrbbably knew anyway...

Test search 2: English language generic term cogetbinith geographical term

ALL field and subject heading field searches were @he in artlibraries.net with the

English terms ‘monastery architecture France’ resp.monastic architecture France'.

With these English terms we immediately got resultffom greater number of targets.

ALL field search = ‘monastery architecture franpedduced:

1 result from Kunstbibliothek Berlin, due to thestgnce of English subject headings

1 result from the National Gallery of Canada, duétte keywords

10 results from the NYARC — ARCADE network, partdye to title keywords and corporate
author field

5 results from INHA Paris, due to use of LoC subfexadings, but also to full text indexing
of extensive footnotes for theses

4 results from kubikat, due to title keywords

8 results from Centre canadien d’architecture,gértdue to contents notes

1 result from University Library of Heidelberg, dteetitle keywords

3 results from RIBA London, one due to title keyd®rtwo to contents notes

4 results from IRIS Florence, due to keyword indexeof subject headings, but making only
partially sense

6 results from National Art Library London, partiatiue to combination of title keyword and
subject heading

3 results from Bibliotheque d’art et d’archéolo@enéve

12 results from the Getty Research Institute, sdugeto contents notes, not all results
making sense, but also presenting some unexpegtecksting materials from special
collections.

We thus get hits from 12 targets (out of 36), butlhtogether only 58 records, some of
them concerning of course identical publications. fie total number of hits is not even
exceeding what we were getting from the sole kubikaatabase with the German test
search using the ALL field. The few results from Berlin, kubikat and Heideliperove that
searching with English subject terms is totallydequate for these targets (and possible
others). But also the results from the ‘Englishadqeg’ targets are deceiving. The majority
seems to come from title keywords, not from subijjedéxation. Some results were even not
pertinent at all.



Subject heading field search = ‘monastery archutecFrance’ did not generate better results,
but even less. At least it allowed to have twelitse fiom the Metropolitan Museum library
which is not yet using the ALL field.

The variant, more natural language like, search #wltL = ‘monastic architecture France’
essentially produced additional hits for the puddi@n ‘Monastic architecture in France from
the Renaissance to the Revolution’ by Joan Evarisyibthe whole even lesser results. Using
these same terms in the subject heading field prawvé®e even more inadequate for a
bibliographical search on the subject: almost solte, except for target systems which do
not differentiate between title keywords, conterdtes and subject headings.

It is only when we realized that the ‘right’ seatehms probably would be ‘monasteries
France’ (even without ‘architecture’), which is éorm to LoC subject headings that we were
able to get an idea of what could be expected fEemglish speaking’ artlibraries.net targets.
In fact, a subject heading search with the LoC subéct heading ‘monasteries France’
produced results from a dozen of targets again, buvhat a difference concerning the
number of hits: 390 in alll Among others, we got:

33 results from INHA Paris

56 results from the Metropolitan Museum

45 results from the National Art Library

45 results from the Getty

212 results from RIBA.

The hits from the British Architectural Library tife Royal Institute of British Architects
(RIBA) deserve special attention. They are mos#igy\pertinent, the search terms appearing
in the same subject heading field and not dispetts@aighout the record. Names of
individual buildings are always added to the Lo®Gjsat heading ‘monasteries : France’ and
thus become retrievable in this context. The mjai the records pertain to journal articles.
Indeed, indexing of periodicals is one of the RIH#ary’s major assets.



British Architectural Library Catalogue

Search Contact Us

Go Back Help HNew Selected

e-Library  Notice Board Library Information
Logout

: Location in RIBA Library Catalogue Record

| seiect |

Find more by this author
Find more on these topics Title:
Mearby items on shelf AnsHlvie skabrmemnts
Continue search for Journal title:
images in BAL online Citation:
database Illustrations:
RIBApix Contents:
Subject:
Subject:
Subject:
Designerf Person subj:
Author:

My Account MNew Books RIBApix Order copies

record 1 of 1 for search Title+Keyword(s) "vitruvius middle ages”

The after-life of Vitruvius in the middle ages
Society of Architectural Historians Journal {United States)

The after-life of Vitruvius in the middle ages.

Article by Kenneth 1. Conant

Society of Architectural Historians Journal (United States)
1968 Mar., p. 33-38.

Includes plans, diagrams

Mediaeval system of proportioning buildings with reference to Cluny III.
Cathedrals: France

Monasteries: France: Cluny

Proportion: architectural

Vitruvius, ca. 85 B.C.-ca. 22 A.D.

Conant, Kenneth John, 1894-1984

Selected

Online Scholars' Portal
Copyright & 2000 - 20035, SirsiDynix

Logout
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Title record from the British Architectural Libramyf the Royal Institute of British Architects

As was the case for the German language test sesartie user has to realize that his ‘natural
language’ generic search terms do not necessaritgspond to the subject indexing language
used by the libraries. We may suppose that everny the user is not searching with relative
simple, more or less internationally valid propames, but doing more complexe thematic
requests, a simple meta catalogue like artlibraretss hardly appropriate to constitute a

reliable bibliographic tool.

English search terms may provide a wealth of restdim ‘English speaking’ targets and
sometimes from targets in other countries usingigimgubject terms. However, they do not
allow to get benefit for example from the importaiiiliographic offer in German systems

such as kubikat. .

Test search 3: international proper name of a madatistic movement

As soon as the user is searching with proper naantibraries.net is reacting in a much more
useful manner. But attention: this is valuable dolyrelatively modern names without
significant variations on the international scdlee situation may quickly become
complicated, because for personal names of theyaityiand the Middle Ages etc., more



complex modern personal names, names of monunesTiesjng a ‘correct’ search term
without terminological help may be more haphazBrt.authority files containing huge
amounts of synonyms are very helpful in this coptprovided the target systems are using
authorities and indexing them fully (which is nbiays the case).

Anyway, ourtest search with the subject heading ‘Fluxus’ prodaed abundant hitlists
from the vast majority of the targetsand apparently allowed to have access to a weglth
informations. The sheer amount of hits may indi¢h& in this case we could gain from
artlibraries.net a very valuable bibliographicasisaAmong others, we received

243 results from NYARC-ARCADE

63 from the INHA

116 results from the Metropolitan Museum

121 results from the documenta archive

328 from the Getty

5 results from ART-Guide for websites.

We may suppose that for individual names, most réivg results are to be expected from
the participating libraries, the user’s difficultievith finding correct search terms being much
less dramatic than for generic thematic terms.dButhe other hand: As soon as the targets
are producing long, rich hitlists, the lack of ayjgeegation of all these results within
artlibraries.net becomes clear, because the wefttdsults in individual hitlist cannot be
handled anymore by the user. Do a test with a keywace even ALL field search for any
well known modern artist!

2. Qualitative and quantitative concerns

It is evident that due to the lack of transparesacgt co-operation in international cataloging,
the quality of the subject headings and the intgradisubject indexation is variable. Many
libraries are relying for example on the same LoO&8WK subject headings, apparently
without having the ambition or the means to impraxd enrich them in case. Often libraries
seem to create similar subject headings withoutkmg from each other.

The way a short article on Yoko Ono, which is rmobé found in any of the artlibraries.net
targets, is indexed in the BHA would probably notrespond to current practices in libraries:



Title: Art as creative dialogue : an interview with Yoko Ono.
Main Author: Huberty, Erica-Lynn
Other Author(s): Crno. Yoko
Joumnal Title: Sculpture ; Vol 19, issue 10 (Dec 2000}, p. 40-45 ; 0889-728X
Description: & p. : ill. (some col)

Abstract: Interview with Yoko Ono discusses her conceptual art including installation works, paintings, and sculptures. Deals with her themes of optimism,

unceonscicus, and death as well as her involvement with the Fluxus movement.
Subject{s): Ono, Yoko, b.1933
ono, Yoko, 0.1933

e e Ko Tl

Sculpture
Instaliation works

Installation (ceuvre d'art)
Painting

Peinture

Conceptual art

Art conceptuel

Fluxus

Cptimism

Optimisme

Unconscious

Inconscient

Death

Mort

Interviews

Interview

Chrenology —-1300-2000

General history of art —1945-present —New media --United States —Ono, Yoke, b. 1933

Histoire générale de I'art —1945-présent —Nouvelles formes artistiues —Etats-Unis —Ono, Yoko, n.1933

United States
Etats-Unis
Classification: General history of art —1945-present —New media --United States —-Ono, Yoko, b.1933

Histoire générale de I'art —1945-présent —Nouvelles formes artistigues —Etats-Unis —Ono, Yoko, n.1933

Mext p
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Title record from BHA

Nor would the intense subject indexing practisedhayZentralinstitut library still during the
seventies correspond to the current practice maries:

i -
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BH: KatE-PAR 3650-1971
La médaille au temps de Louis XIV / Hotel de la Monnaie, Paris. (Mise en place de 'exposition: Yvonne

Goldenberg) KHI E 5371
Paris - Imprimeric Nationale, 1970. — XLIIT, 453 S - 10l ; 8° ZI: Kat Ausst. Paris 1970/
Ausstellung: Musée de la Monnaie <Paris> : 1.-3.1970

Personen: Louis <France, Roi, XIV.> / Bildnis [Portrits nach Herrscherh@usern; (passim)]
Bignon, Jean Paul / Bildnis [Portr&t; (INr. 114)]
Delaunay, Nicolas / Bildnis [Portrat; (INr. 527)]
Quinault, Philippe / Bildnis [Portrat; (Abb. 80)]
Renandot, Eusébe / Bildnis [Portrat (Nr. 111)]
Toureil, J. de / Bildnis [Portrat; (INr. 110)]
Warin_Jean / Bildnis [Portrét; (zusammen mit dem jungen Ludwig XTIV _, eine Medaille zeigend); Nr.
587]

Kiimstler: Bernard, Thomas <Kiinstler>
Bertinetti. Francesco
(Le) Breton, Hercule
Chéron, Francis
Covpel, Antoine
Dollin, Jean
Dufour, Jean-Baptiste
Faltz, Raimund
Le Clerc_ Sébastien
Maunger, Jean
Molard, Michel
Roéttiers, Joseph
Roussel, Jérdme
Smelizing. Johannes

@ e
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Ein Eintrag zu lhrer Suchanfrage-

Direktsuche: jean cocteau portraitiste

Suchmaske Hilfe

Direl

ZI: D2-Coc 204/128

Jean Cocteau portraitiste : Musée de Lunéville ; 3 juillet - 19 septembre 1965 / André Fraigneaun. Jean-Marie Magnan. Catalogue établi par
Pierre Chanel
Luneville : Impr. Paradis. 1965, — 15 Bl : 12 5. Taf.

Aussrelling: Musée <Luneville> : 3.7.-19.9.1965
Personen: Balzac, Honore de / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 5]
Cocteau, Jean / Selbstportrait [Abb. 15]
Colette / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 21]
Cordobes_ El / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb_ 41]
Dermit, Edouard / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 23]
Desbordes, Jean / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 28]
Hugnet, Georges / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 49]
Hugnet, Myrtille / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 50]
Jacob, Max =Schriftsteller>> / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 54]
Lacloche, Jean-Pierre / Bildnis [portr. v. Coctean. Abb. 57]
Latronde, Olivier / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 61]
Marais_ Jean / Bildnis [portr. v. Coctean. Abb. 69]
Montero, Germaine / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 72]
Nizinskij. Vaclav F. / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 113]
Picasso, Pablo / Bildnis [portr. . Cocteau. Abb. 121]
Radiguet, Ravmond / Bildnis [portr. v. Coctean. Abb_ 150]
Weisweiller, Francine / Bildnis [portr. v. Cocteau. Abb. 166, 165]
Kiinstler: Cocteau, Jean / Ausstellung
Cocteau, Jean
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Title records from kubikat, with subject indexasaronverted from the old « Sachkatalog » of
the Zentralinstitut

But an increasing amount of full text indexatiofs$adbles of contents etc. is probably
outweighing in some way the shortcomings of traddil subject indexation by libraries.
Anyway, it would be imperative to aggregate subjedexations on a real international scale,
regardless of the languages involved, becauseedsawe seen, only a multilingial approach
is able to generate a maximum of results. Thisfwiiction only with search engine-like
catalogs.

Concerning the quantities of publications involyvéie coverage of so-called monographic
publications by the artlibraries community may aemty be considered excellent. The
artlibraries.net targets also provide a real wegtiecords for special collections: e.qg.
archival materials, artists files, architecturawings, digitized photographs.



The situation is less positive concerning jourmckes, electronic resources, auction
catalogues and theses.

Current indexation of significant quantities of articles and reviews is only done by
kubikat (784.000 articles since 1950), the BritisArchitectural Library (RIBA) (330.000
articles) and OLC-SSG (580.000 articles, based @utomated cataloguing of tables of
contents and lacking subject indexation)RIBA is apparently covering the field of articles
architecture in an excellent manner. Kubikat inelsitb a certain extent articles from genuine
online periodicals, but is also providing linksaoline versions of print journals.

Smaller miscellaneous contributioimsart reviews not fulfilling the criteria of agal’ article
(author, own title) are hardly taken into accounkhbbikat, but are of special importance in
the field of modern and contemporary art. Therefbseippose that bibliographies like
ARTbibliographies modern (ABM) and BHA/IBA are cairting a wealth of material not
indexed by the art libraries community, and it wbbk imperative to have a search engine
harvesting also these bibliographies, regardle$isenf subject indexation rules.

Auction cataloguebave always been a special problem, because dedtie wealth of
holdings present in our art libraries, they reqeesicial retrieval features, namely place and
date, but these are seldom provided by librariaghErmore, it seems that efficient
indexation of auction catalogues is more providgdpecialized projects like SCIPIO or the
commercial databases like artprice.com than by ablibrary cataloging. Therefore, it seems
also imperative to include these specialized dadba any future art libraries search engine.
Doctoral dissertations and ofter thesm® often published as ‘normal’ books or summarize
in articles appearing with a certain delay, bus#dsestaying outside these editorial processes
are certainly not sufficiently covered. Nowaday®&se theses are normally stored in
electronic form in repositories. The German Natidularary is providing title records for
German dissertations and these are taken overliolgdtuallowing direct access to the online
text. The INHA library is providing asthonishingiigh records with extensive contents notes
for French theses. North American doctoral disserta are catalogued and provided by the
ProQuest database DAI. We normally do not find thrdmen searching one of our library
catalogs, except for cases where a printout has @ehased.

This finally lead us t@lectronic resourcesn repositories in general. Praiseworthy projects
like the BASE search engine provided by the Unitgetsbrary of Bielefeld
(http://base.ub.uni-bielefeld.de/de/index.pbpthe OAlster database recently taken over by
OCLC (http://www.oclc.org/oaisterare multidisciplinary and have not yet succeeded
providing selective disciplinary search possilakti for example for the history of art. Judging
from artlibraries.net, art libraries are practigallaying no role in this context and are in the
best case giving access to materials from their @pository, as does the University Library
of Heidelberg.

To conclude, it is almost superflous to mentiort,thpart from selective directories like
ART-Guide, which is an artlibraries.net target,ardtion of websites is totally left to Google
etc.

All these materials deserve of course subject iatler, but it seems to be out of question to
dream of a unique, consistent solution. Genuingmenmksources and full text digitizations of
printed texts will certainly fall into the domaith automated indexing. But automated full text
indexing, as indexing of contents notes, abstretctsis beyond the traditional subject
indexation approach. We will have to develop tgtakw procedures of subject indexing in
view of future integrated search engine accessatemals in art history.




3. Conclusions

What may sound as reproaches to artlibraries.oet th fact concern above all problems
caused by the participating libraries themselvesth® very useful artlibraries.net meta
catalogue serves to mediate the richness of tlodlirtgs, it also is an excellent way to
demonstrate the heterogeneous and deficient catgleguation. By the way, it is notorious
that libraries purchasing big quantities of litewratare mostly capitulating in front of the task
to provide subject headings for everything.

As artlibraries.net has no proper multilingual sbaeature and no aggregation of the results,
but just a sequence of individual hitlists, therusest be prepared to repeat his request with
terms from several languages in order to maketsuget a sum of results as reliable as
possible. Even so, the whole process is clumsygusecof the necessary back and forth
between the abridged hitlists and the target systeemselves, and because of the timeouts
occurring rather often.

University Library Universiy of applied Arts Vienna b

1. Fluxus east f Andersen. Eric / 2007

2. In the spint of Fluxus f Armstrong. Elizabeth / 1993
3. Rebellion & Aufbruch / Badura-Triska. Eva / 2002

4. Happenings [ Becker, Jargen [Hrsg.] / 1965
5. Eine lange Geschichte mit vielen Knoten / Block. René [Red.] / 1995

6. [Fluxus da Capo]. 1962 Wiesbhaden Fluxus 1992 / Block. René [Hrsg.] / 1992
7. Ubi Fluxus ibi motus / Bonito Oliva. Achille [Hrsg.] / 1990

8. Ben sur Ben / Boulloud. Sylvie / [1998]

9. ZAJ [ Centro de Arte Reina Sofia <Madrid= / 1996

10. Art games / Conzen, Ina / 1997

More Matches...

Total Number of Matches: 50 Time needed: 2 145 seconds
Top of page
10. Albertina Bibliothek Wien Albertina Bibliothek Wien ¥

1. Fluxus codex [ The Gilbert and Lila Silverman Fluxus Collection. Detroit. Michigan. Jon Hendricks. With an introd. by Robert Pincus-Witten - 1988
Gesellschaft der Freunde des Museums Moderner Kunst <Wien=:Sammlung Hahn / Museum Moderner Kunst. [Red.: John Sailer ... Katalog:
" Gabriele Wimmer] (Museum Moderner Kunst <Wien= - 3} - 1979
Ham June Paik : Fluxus und Videoskulptur : 9.6. - 25.8.02, Lehmbruck-Museum Duisburg anlasslich der 26. Duisburger Akzente Das Fremde und
“das Eigene - Globalisierung der Kulturen . - 2002
Sound of Art : Musik in der bildenden Kunst : les grands spectacles |l ; [Katalog zur gleichnamigen Ausstellung. Museurn der Moderne Salzburg
" Ménchsberg, von 19. Juli - 12. Oktober 2008] = Music and the visual arts. . - 2008

5. The fluxus constellation : [Museo d'Arte Contemporanea di Villa Croce. Genova 15 febbraio - 16 giugno 2002 [ a cura di Sandra Solimano - 2002

Wenn Handlungen Form werden - ein neuer Realismus in der Kunst seit den finfziger Jahren : Arman. César, Christo. Tony Cragg. Arpad
" Dobriban, Signe Guttormsen. Leni Hoffmann, San Keller, Imo Knoebel, Peter Kubelka, Reinhard Mucha, Saburo Murakami. - 2008

Total Number of Matches: 6 Time needed: 2 356 seconds

Top of page
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Screenshot from artibraries.net hitlists

Furthermore, the hitlists may vary from one tatgetnother: Sometimes they are
chronological, sometimes alphabetical, sometime®inseful order.Often, the short titles are



lacking publication dates. And the hitlists are @& limited, the user having to switch to the
target systems in order to be able to see theCesisidering everything, it may be rather
difficult to keep an overview of the results andise them as a bibliographical list, at least
when long hitlists are showing.

As for the completeness and quality of the subjedxations being provided by the
important art libraries participating in artlibresinet, only approximative conclusions are
possible without having done a more complete, tbm@suming survey or even a comparison
with bibliographies like BHA/IBA, ABM, Avery Indextc. It is evident that the
bibliographies are indexing lots of publicationspecially articles, not taken into account by
the libraries. Furthermore, the cataloging andexttipdexation of important materials like
electronic resources, auction catalogues and daal@sertations is not really mastered by
the libraries, and therefore these materials arsuficiently accessible through
artlibraries.net.

Thus, the answers to the above questions

“Is a “unified discovery experience” imaginable this basis?”

“Is it possible without the traditional featureatonsistent special subject indexing
language?”

are both yes and no.

No, artlibraries.net is not yet fulfilling some chateristic criteria for an efficient
bibliographical search but it probably has alredaymajority of the relevant materials and it
is very good when it comes to locate a known title.

But yes: The bibliographic potential of the artiiies.net targets’ holdings is immense, even
if so far it resembles more to a quarry than toa@ete building.

If we provide the users with some features withuagently lacking: above all a multilingual
terminological index suggesting search terms, @mneggated hitlist and the integration of
additional databases which remain so far beyondc¢bpe of our library catalogs, and if we
are ready to comply with the ideas that the usdisyever learn our subject indexation rules
and that our subject indexation must be co-opezatespite the diverging rules, yes, than we
may be able to create together this unique disgaeei for art historians.



