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Presentation 

Intro KIT – Peter Hessels 

 

Adamnet – shared Catalogue 



My institution - KIT 

 

The Royal Tropical Institute (KIT) in Amsterdam is an 

independent centre of knowledge and expertise in the areas 

of international and intercultural cooperation. 
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History 

 

Founded in 1910 as the Colonial Institute 

by Dutch government and Dutch colonial companies 

with the objective to study and promote 

• agriculture and industry in the colonies 

• trade with the colonies 

• public health in the colonies 

• indigenous culture of the colonies 
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• Changed its name to the Royal Tropical 

 Institute in 1950, after Indonesia gained 

independence.   

 

• Since 1950s focuses on international 

development cooperation. 

 

• Change of focus reflected in library collection 

History 
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Library 

• 380.000 books,  

 

• 4000 serials,  

 

• 50.000 articles 

 

• In print and electronically 

 

• 10 km shelves 
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http://www.kit.nl/kit/collectie


Portals at portals.kit.nl 
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Map collection 

 

 

Large map collection 

11.500 maps digitized and accessible on the 
internet 
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http://maps.kit.nl/apps/search?code=691143


University of Suriname 

• Capacity building on library management 

 

• Seminars for staff on e-publications 

 

• Open access repositories 

 

• Advice and Training on FOSS library 

systems: ABCD 

 

• Virtual National Library of Suriname: 

www.nationallibrary.sr 
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http://www.nationallibrary.sr/
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Shared catalogue 

• Collections of Amsterdam as a virtual 

library 

 

• Shared catologue was most important 

product to the audience 

 

• Hosted by one of the Adamnet participants 

– University of Amsterdam 
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Reason to change 

• Software change at hosting organisation (UvA) 

and web hosting 

 

• Marketing research: service to the audience 

 

• Joint promotion of collections 

 

• Connection to the the agenda of Amsterdam 

municipality 
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Software change - options 

• Federated search 

 

• Shared catalogue 

 

• Use existing infrastructure 

 

 

Outcome: OCLC worldcat 
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Software change - challenges 

• Not all participants have the knowledge or 

software for conversion 

 

• Smooth cooperation with OCLC 

 

• Cost per participant -> financial support 

Adamnet 

 

• “B-titles” 

 

• Integration with own catalogue system 
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Software change - challenges 

Options: Upload only, 
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Website 

• Updated design 

 

• Multilingual using google Translate 

 

• Shared content maintenance – each library is 

in control of own content 

 

• Advantages of membership more clear 
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Status and next steps 

• 14 Adamnet members in Worldcat – and 

counting 

 

• New website in test 

 

• Libraries adding texts and “highlights” to the 

website 

 

• Collecting statistics 
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Next: 

 

Rijksmuseum 
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