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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also known as the House Library – the Library was founded in 1792.



 The House of Representatives Library is governed under Rule 
II of the Rules of the House of Representatives --  
http://clerk.house.gov/legislative/house-rules.pdf 

 
 Rule II – (other Officers and Officials) - Clerk 

 
 2. (f) The Clerk shall— 
 
 (1) retain in the library at the Office of the Clerk for the 
 use of the Members, Delegates, Resident Commissioner, 
 and officers of the House, and not to be withdrawn 
 therefrom, two copies of all the books and printed 
 documents deposited there. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, the House Library collects two copies of all House publications – one for circulation and one for preservation

http://clerk.house.gov/legislative/house-rules.pdf


The House Library supports current and future 
House Members and staff by acquiring and 
preserving the official records of the House, 
dating back to 1789, and making that 
information accessible through specialized 
research, comprehensive resources, engaging 
educational programs, innovative use of 
technology, and cultivation of a vibrant space 
for the House community. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The House Library is under the direction of the Clerk of the House. The House Library is in the Legislative Resource Center division.



As the center of research, knowledge, and 
learning, the United States House of 
Representatives Library is an integral part of the 
House community. 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer questions in person in the reading room, through the phone and email, We recently added a Chat feature to our internal portal. 



Research and Reference   
Priority Research 
Confidential and Non-Partisan 
Timely 
Membership Profile Demographics 
▪ http://library.clerk.house.gov/membership-profile.aspx 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Reference and Research staff offer Confidential, Non Partisan, “priority research” especially tailored to individual House Members and Committees. We are known how quickly we answer reference questions. 

The House Library specializes in House of Representatives specific legislative research. Our collection specializes in materials dealing with the U.S. House of Representatives. The House Library supports research for the General and Legislative Cousel, Parlimentarian’s Office, and all offices that support the House legislative process. The House Library located in the Cannon House Office Building is easily accessible to House Members, Committees and House Congressional Staff. The House Library is an integral part of the Office of the Clerk, it is interconnected with each of its offices and is the main research avenue used to research and retrieve vital documents.

Constituents of House Members and the General Public receive in-depth assistance on all research questions. We also answer questions from the press.

 

Prompt service – usually a turn around time of less that one hour, especially if the patron is looking for a House Publication like a House Bill, House Hearing, Committee or Conference Report or an excerpt from the Congressional Record.
House Publications - House Bill, Hearing, Committee or Conference Report, or excerpt from the Congressional Record. 



http://library.clerk.house.gov/membership-profile.aspx


 





Outreach 
 Internal Portal 
Website   
Special Events 
Posters 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Besides Classes we have an internal portal with federal and commercial databases. Legislative information  Etc.

Website has our demographic information collected by the reference team, and digital resources, House Calendar and the Resume of Congressional Activity

Special Events – last year we had an open house and a book talk (We have a special collection that contains books written by Members of the House 

Advertise events and databases through Posters distributed throughout the three buildings of the House of Representatives

Also advertise on bookmarks and tchotchkes (Pens, note paper – which we usually give our during our training classes.)



Education and Training 
Congress.gov 
House Research Tools 
Commercial Databases  

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Congress.gov –Congress.gov is the official website for U.S. federal legislative information. The site provides access to accurate, timely, and complete legislative information for Members of Congress, legislative agencies, and the public.

House Research Tools-This interactive class will introduce the variety of research tools available to House staff and show students how to navigate legislative, committee, and Member information. Learn to quickly answer information requests, such as how to find congressional publications, where to look for roll call votes or committee assignments, and how to watch and clip video of the House floor. 


Teach classes in a learning center, by webinar.  We also meet with committees and give database demonstrations.  We also have individual research class that congressional staff can sign up for and work with a librarian.



Digital Initiatives 
Calendars of the U.S. Congress 
 Internal House Publications 
 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Internal publications are: the official alphabetical list of Members, Official List of Members by State, official list of standing committees, official list of nominees (every two years)

Calendars of the United States Congress – The House Calendar contains a history of both House and Senate bills and resolutions that have been reported or considered by either house. 






Cataloging and Preservation 
 Two copies of all House publications 
 Collection size of over 200,000 books  
 Receive approximately 10,000 publications 

per year 
 Preservation-paperbound issues and older 

publications 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also preserve older publications in need of repair.  I mentioned earlier we receive two copies of all publications, one copy is our circulating copy and one is our preservation copy. We catalog all our publications and when possible we add a link to our online catalog to the digital publication.







 Clerk of the House 
▪ http://www.clerk.house.gov/ 
 

 United States House of Representatives 
▪ http://www.house.gov/ 
 

 

http://www.clerk.house.gov/
http://www.house.gov/


Rae Ellen O. Best 
House Librarian 
U.S. House of Representatives Library 
Office: 202-225-9000 | Direct: 202-225-6957 
library@mail.house.gov | http://library.clerk.house.gov  
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