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CERN: European Organization for 
Nuclear Research (since 1954)

• The world leading HEP laboratory, Geneva (CH)
• 2500 staff (mostly engineers, administrators/services)

• 10 000 users (physicists from 580 institutes in 85 countries)

• 3 Nobel prizes (Accelerators, Detectors, Discoveries)
• Invented the web
• The home of the LHC machine
• Director General strong advocate of Open Access
• Runs a 1-million objects Digital Library

CERN Convention (1953): ante-litteram Open Access manifesto
“… the results of its experimental and theoretical work shall be 
published or otherwise made generally available”



LHC physics is all Open Access
CERN publishing policies

• Official mandate for deposit in place “since ever”
• Currently CERN Operational Circular No. 6 (2001)
• Further stressed by various additional policy documents

• Practically speaking; HEP has full green OA coverage
• Recent policy for publishing of experimental physics

•Open Access
•No transfer of copyright
•CC-BY-3.0 license 



A strong request from the scientists

"We strongly encourage the usage of electronic
publishing methods for our publications and support the
principles of Open Access Publishing, which includes
granting free access of our publications to all.
Furthermore, we encourage all our members to publish
papers in easily accessible journals, following the
principles of the Open Access Paradigm."

ATLAS; approved on 23rd February 2007
CMS;          approved on 2nd March 2007
ALICE;        approved on 9th March 2007
LHCb;       approved on 12th March 2007

4 experimental groups
7000 scientists

from 54 countries



Open Access
an opportunity for the crowds

• The print era had its natural limitations
• There is no reason to carry any of these 

limitations forward to the online era
• Today any scientist should have the 

possibility to read, textmine, remix 
material and publish without being 
confronted with any financial or legal 
barriers



Prof. Lawrence Lessig, Harvard Univ.:

“CERN has taken the lead in supporting Open Access”

Watch the lecture: 
http://cdsweb.cern.ch/record/1345337

http://cdsweb.cern.ch/record/1345337�


Open Access is not equal to e-Science 
BUT 

e-Science will require
Open Access!
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The SOAP survey
Study on Open Access Publishing



Would OA journals be beneficial for your field?

9
Preliminary results presented at COASP - Prague - August 23rd, 2010

Yes



Nelly Kroes, Vice-President of the European Commission:

“SCOAP is key”

http://tinyurl.com/Kroes-SCOAP3

SCOAP3 : 
• Converting all journals to Open Access
• Ensure a sustainable publishing model

http://tinyurl.com/Kroes-SCOAP3�


Data : access and preservation

http://www.dphep.org/

http://www.dphep.org/�


Libraries and open access are the keys 
to knowledge

In a scenario with no barriers, to access and disseminate peer-
reviewed scientific results; only then, we could take the full 

advantage of the scientific talents across the world. 

The hinders are to be overcome! 
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